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Across

7 What was the surname of 
the Russian-born science-
fiction author of The 
Foundation Series? (6)

8 Which Hindu festival (also 
known as the Festival of 
Lights) that is held in 
October/November, 
celebrates the end of the 
monsoon? (6)

10 Which American men's 
magazine was founded in 
Chicago in 1953 by Hugh 
Hefner and his associates? 
(7)

11 Disraeli Gears and Wheels 
of Fire were albums 
recorded by which 1960s 
British rock supergroup? 
(5)

12 Which small ground-
dwelling songbird with 
elongated hind claws and a 
song that is delivered on 
the wing, is typically 
crested and with brown 
streaky plumage? (4)

13 What name is often 
applied to an assembly of 
witches, usually 13? (5)

17 What name is given to 
viscera and trimmings of a 
butchered animal often 
considered inedible by 
humans? (5)

18 Which word can precede: 

back, board, house, moon 
and stop? (4)

22 Which 1979 science 
fiction horror film, 
directed by Ridley Scott 
and starring Tom Skerritt, 
Sigourney Weaver, 
Veronica Cartwright, 
Harry Dean Stanton, John 
Hurt, Ian Holm and 
Yaphet Kotto, told the 
story of a highly 
aggressive extraterrestrial 
creature that stalks and 
kills the crew of a 
spaceship? (5)

23 In baseball, what name is 
given to one of nine 
divisions of play during 
which each team has a turn 
at bat? (7)

24 Derived from the Spanish 
for 'otter', what name is 
given to the skin or fur of 
the coypu? (6)

25 By what other name is the 
hallux better known? (3,3)

Down

1 Also known as a 'pollywog' 
or 'porwigle', what is the 
name of the larval stage in 
the life cycle of an 
amphibian, particularly 
that of a frog or toad? (7)

2 What was the surname of 
the father and daughter 

who reached number one 
in the UK singles chart in 
1967 with Something 
Stupid? (7)

3/4 Which American chess 
master defeated Boris 
Spassky in 1972 to take 
the world championship, 
which he held until 1975? 
(5,7)

5 Rutherford B who was the 
19th president of the US 
from 1877 to 1881? (5)

6 What is the 18th letter of 
the Greek alphabet, 
transliterated as S? (5)

9 What name is given to an 
uncontrollable desire to set 
fire to things? (9)

14 Prior to the introduction of 
the euro in 2002, what was 
the name of the monetary 
unit of Germany, equal to 
100th of a mark? (7)

15 What was the surname of 
the British-born American 
novelist who is 
remembered chiefly for her 
novels for children, 
including Little Lord 
Fauntleroy (1886), A 
Little Princess (1905) and 
The Secret Garden 
(1911)? (7)

16 What is the surname of the 
actor who starred as PC 
'Fancy' Smith in the BBC 
police drama Z-Cars from 

1962 to 1965? (7)

19 Originating in Finland, 
what name is given to a 
small room used as a hot-
air or steam bath for 
cleaning and refreshing the 
body? (5)

20 In Roman numerals, what 
number is represented by 
the letter L? (5)

21 By what other name is the 
small bone or ossicle in the 
middle ear, the incus  also 
known? (5)


